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Program of InterDrought project workshop

“State-of-the-art drought monitoring methods and the art of sharing it with the stakeholders”

DETAILED PROGRAM:

Monday, February 9. (Arrival and ice-breaker dinner)

Please confirm participation on the MONDAY ice-breaker dinner

by Wednesday Feb. 4 to Eva Jurková (jurkova.e@czechglobe.cz)
Dinner starts at 6 p.m.

Tuesday, February 10. (Full meeting day 1 start 8:15)

Please confirm participation at the TUESDAY dinner by Wednesday Feb. 4 to Eva Jurková

Dinner starts at 6 p.m.

8:15 – 8:30
Meeting aims and program   
  8:30 – 8:50
Status of drought monitoring at Czech Republic and CzechGlobe? Mirek Trnka.

  8:50 – 9:10
Drought monitoring activities in Austria  Josef Eitzinger & A. Schaumberger

  9:10 – 9:20
Drought monitoring activities in Slovakia  Palo Nejedlík

  9:20 – 9:20
Drought monitoring activities in Hungary  Sándor Szalai
9:30 – 11:00
 Drought impacts, drought monitoring and communication of the drought information in the South-eastern Europe –  key note lecture by Andreja Susnik
11:00 – 11:15
Coffee break  

11:15 – 11:45
Yield forecasting and participatory drought impact early warning system
 

11:45 – 12:05
Drought as the national security concern

12:05 - 12:45
Introduction of the SPECIAL ISSUE survey results – InterDrought + guests 

12:45 – 14:15
Lunch and on-site discussions


14:15 - 15:45
Estimating soil moisture content via remote sensing, the present status and emerging possibilities, successful case studies from around the World  – key note   lecture by Wolfgang Wagner


15:45 - 16:00     Coffee break

16:00 - 17:30
Discussion circles of the authors of potential special issue papers and preparing improved abstract drafts

18:00 - 19:30
Workshop dinner 
Wednesday, February 11. Meeting starts at 8:30   sharp

  8:30 – 8:45
Outlook for day no. 2

8:45 – 10:15    U.S. drought Atlas and its role in informing stakeholders and overview of the ongoing regional and global drought monitoring efforts – key note   lecture by M. Svoboda 


10:15 - 10:45     Coffee break

10:45 - 12:15
Discussion “cafe” – spin-up studies from InterDrought, interacting with guest, key-note speakers
12:15 – 13:45
Lunch 

13:45 - 15:15
What is drought plan, why we need to plan for drought and real world examples of success and failure  – key note   lecture by Mike Hayes


15:15 - 17:00
Discussion “cafe” – spin-up studies from InterDrought, interacting with guest, key-note speakes

15:15 - 16:00
Drought Question Paper Progress (close core group meeting)16:00 - 16:15
Coffee and cake 
The coordinating team of InterDrought

prof. Miroslav Trnka, Ph.D. (CzechGlobe & Mendel University in Brno)

Eva Jurková (CzechGlobe)

Dr. Ulf Büntgen (WSL Switzerland & CzechGlobe)

prof. Mike Hayes (NDMC)

Location:

Workshop will be held between February 9 (arrival) and 12 (departure) in the Czech Republic in a nice set-up of a golf resort near Brno (http://www.golfbrno.cz/). For connection and driving directions please go to (http://www.golfbrno.cz/golfovy-areal-kaskada/kontakty). Parking is easy and is free of charge. If you prefer to use public transport the best is to use bus no. 302 from Brno ZOO station. The itinerary of buses is enclosed.  We will coordinate the car drive for those needing it early next week. Please allow yourself sufficient time for getting to the meeting venue. 
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Accommodation: Accommodation at the meeting place in single rooms is provided for foreign experts invited. All Czech experts outside of CzechGlobe or MENDELU will be offered accommodation in fully equipped double rooms. Those from CzechGlobe and MENDELU who do not work in Brno headquarters will be also provided with accommodation (2 persons per room) . Unfortunately those of us that work in Brno have to commute to the meeting place as we are not eligible for accommodation. But we will try to make as easy as possible.

Audience: will be composed of members of the InterDrought team composed of senior researchers, post-docs and PhDs who in their work focus on drought monitoring, impact analysis and forecasting.  Number of guests from Austria, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary and collaborating Czech research organizations have been also invited. These include data-providers (e.g. phenologists) but also climatologists and agronomist with common interest to share their estimates of current drought status and likely impacts with the stakeholders. In addition experts from other disciplines (high-resolution remote sensing, plant physiology and socio-economy) from the host institution have been also invited for discussion and sharing their views.

Aims of the program:

Primary aim of the workshop is to allow in-depth discussion over two studies in progress and identify the potential of the presently available datasets and methods to propose new studies and ideas for follow-up projects. The audience members will be invited to join discussion and the study team and encouraged to generate ideas for joint activities through frank and open discussion. 
The workshop will be centered on several invited key-note lecturers who will address several methods, which are or might be essential for drought monitoring and drought impact analysis research. Their talks will always at the begging review the present state-of-the art at the respective research area to increase understanding of the audience about present research trends. Then they will focus on their particular research achievements that could be in their view utilized in drought monitoring/forecasting in the Central Europe. The purpose of these lectures is to enrich the audience with new ideas and provide perspective for the two topics that will be discussed during the course of the workshop.  

Besides the key-note lectures and introductory lecture to the present status of Slovak and Austrian drought monitoring efforts, efforts to build capability for use of new generation of remotely sensed data at TUV with at least two “slots” being open to last-minute ideas.

Key-note lecture speakers that so far confirm the participation:
Each talk is scheduled as 70 minutes lecture + 20 minute discussion – each lecturer will provide introduction into basic principles and methods, state-of-the-art and current trends at the field and finally own research studies (including whole description from the basic hypothesis till results).

Andreja Susnik (Slovenia):  drought monitoring expert and one of the founding members of the South-eastern European drought monitoring effort;
Wolfgang Wagner (TU Wien, Austria): Earth observation products for improved drought management and interdisciplinary applications related to surface and profile soil moisture. Discussions of opportunities open through Earth Observation Data Centre (EODC) for water resources management (EODC-Water). Experience with using remotely sensed soil moisture (e.g. through ASCAT) in combination with process based modelling.
Mark Svoboda (NDMC, USA): Head of the National Drought Mitigation Centre drought monitoring program and one of the founding members of the Centre. Recently he led development of the US-drought atlas and he is at fore-front of many national and international activities.

Mike Hayes (NDMC, USA): Director of the National Drought Mitigation Centre focusing on the interaction with stakeholders and research at the area of drought planning and drought preparedness. 

Papers in progress:

While key-note lecture are designed to settle the tone and also bring new insights we are also using the opportunity to discuss “papers in progress”. In these segments, the invited InterDrought team members will at first present their particular research activity in terms of current status, existing hypothesis and preliminary results as well as publication plans. The ideas of individual studies will be then discussed with the audience who is welcomed to contribute, criticize, suggest improvements and/or suggest “spin-off” studies. The discussion will be chaired by selected panel members who will drive the discussion and challenge the concept, methods and finally provide a short list of conclusions.
The workshop will report on the progress of studies that have been discussed during the summer school to gage their present status. The main goal of these deliberations is not only to strengthen the science of the ongoing research activities but also to seek potential collaborations and perhaps lay a seeds for future papers, projects and partnerships. The final list will be made available one week before the workshop.
Short contributions:

It is rare to meet in such small and focused yet interdisciplinary group and therefore we will try to increase its potential by adding few short presentations that are aimed at presenting related activities and capacities that might be used for further research. These short contributions will be spread through the program to accompany appropriate key-note lectures and papers in progress activities.

Each talk is scheduled into 15 minute window + 1-2 questions – rest could be discussed during lunch or coffee breaks.

Mirek Trnka (Global Change Research Centre &MENDELU): drought monitoring in Czech Republic – present status and data

Andreas Schaumberger (BOKU Wien): drought monitoring in Austria – present status and data

David Vačkář (Global Change Research Centre): drought as a national security concern

Petr Hlavinka (Global Change Research Centre &MENDELU): yield forecasting and participatory drought impact early warning system

Workshop venue
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